Worship Plan for Sunday, August 23, 2026

13™ Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Setting Six

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858)



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is m me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now  to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 18 need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 167)
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’ Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace
Q — T — T T i P i
'(‘L?b e e — e —
to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to  God in the
e ——— — 1 i
e e A==
high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God,
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world:
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have mer - cy on us; you are seat-ed at the right
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hand of the Fa-ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8—2:10
A reading from Exodus.

*Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. ° He said to his
people, “Look, the Israclite people are more numerous and more powerful than we.

'“Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” '' Therefore
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built
supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. "> But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to
dread the Israelites. " The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude '* and
made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of
field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

" The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, ' “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she
shall live.” " But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. '* So the king of Egypt summoned the
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this and allowed the boys to
live?” ' The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like
the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife
comes to them.” *° So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied
and became very strong. °' And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. * Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”

*I'Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. * The
woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she
hid him three months. * When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus



basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. * His sister stood at a distance, to
see what would happen to him.

’ The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to
bring it. * When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity
on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. ' Then his sister
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?” ¢ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the
girl went and called the child’s mother. ° Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. ' When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I
drew him out of the water.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 124
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We have es-caped like a bird from the snare of the fowl - er.

' If the LORD had not been ! on our side,
let Isra- ! el now say;
*if the LORD had not been ' on our side,
when enemies rose ' up against us,
‘then would they have swallowed us ! up alive
in their fierce | anger toward us;
‘then would the waters have ' overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone ' over us;
“then would the ' raging waters
have gone right ' over us.
*Blessed ' be the LORD
who has not given us over to be a prey ! for their teeth. R



’We have escaped like a bird from the snare ! of the fowler;
the snare is broken, and we | have escaped.

*Our help is in the name ! of the LORD,
the maker of heav-!en and earth. R

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
A reading from Romans.

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. > Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

*For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. “ For as in one body
we have many members and not all the members have the same function, * so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. © We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; “ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; * the
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171)
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You have the words of e-ter - nal Iife. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 1s?”” '* And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
" He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?” ' Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” '” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but
my Father in heaven. * And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. * I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” * Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

VBS PRESENTATION

HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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11 want to walk as a child of the Ilight. I  want to
2 I want to see.. . the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ I want to
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look  at Je - sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have run. . .. with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je sus.




CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim
your word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation (local areas
of ecological concern may be named). Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have
made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Y ou bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially). Guide the
work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all
who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness,
that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day
(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts
and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may
be united as the body of Christ.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Y our steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in
the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your
eternal banquet.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677)

This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.




OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be your name, who sin against us.
your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.

on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,

Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,

Forgive us our sins now and forever. Amen.

CONGREGATION HYMN #1

CONGREGATION HYMN #2

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG We are Marching in the Light (ELW 866)



We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’,
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we arec march-ing in the light of God.
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we are march-ing in the light of God.
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we  are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...



DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665.

Public Domain.

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934. Music: Kathleen Thomerson.
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708.

This Little Light of Mine
Text & Music: African American spiritual; arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935.
Public Domain.

We are Marching in the Light

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984.
Music: South African traditional; arr. Freedom Is Coming.
Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708.



