
Worship Plan for Sunday, July 26, 2026  
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Six 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Come, All You People: Uyaimose (ELW 819) 



 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 167) 



 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 

bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 

wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Saviour 

and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
15 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve 

me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two 

daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 

Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob 

loved Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 

Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her 

to any other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 

they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her. 

 

  21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my 

time is completed.” 22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and 

made a feast. 23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to 

Jacob, and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to 

be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What 

is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have 

you deceived me?” 26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the 

younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give 

you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so and 

completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



PSALM: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

 
 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples. 

 2 Sing to the | LORD, sing praises, 

  and speak of all God’s | marvelous works. 

 

 3 Glory in God’s | holy name; 

  let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice. 

 4 Search for the strength | of the LORD; 

  continually | seek God’s face. 

 

 5 Remember the marvels | God has done, 

  the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth, 

 6 O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant, 

  O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones. R 

 

 7 The LORD | is our God, 

  whose judgments prevail in | all the world, 

 8 who has always been mindful | of the covenant, 

  the promise made for a thousand | generations: 

 

 9 the covenant | made with Abraham, 

  the oath | sworn to Isaac, 

 10 which God established as a stat- | ute for Jacob, 

  an everlasting cove- | nant for Israel, 

 

 11 saying, “To you will I give the | land of Canaan 

  to be your allotted inheritance.” 45b | Hallelujah! R 

 

  



SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 

A reading from Romans. 

 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And 

God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, 

and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will 

he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or 

rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes 

for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171) 



 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.” 

 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 

and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 

the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. 

The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 

and what is old.” 



 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON DIALOGUE,  

WITH GUEST PASTOR MUNYENGETERO MTATA 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Listen, God Is Calling 

 

 
 

 

  



CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

 

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those 

preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek 

to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence 

among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family 

farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with 

compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be 

separated. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and 

recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and 

uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, 

annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of 

creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you 

thanks. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

 

RESPONSE HYMN Your Will Be Done: Mayenziwe (ELW 741) 



 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 



 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 173) 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 174) 

 
 



 

COMMUNION HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614) 



 
 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

  



BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING SONG Send Me, Lord 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
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Come, All Ye People  

Text & music: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt. 

Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Listen, God is Calling  

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922. Music: Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, B. 1919. 

Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Your Will Be Done  

Text: South African, based on the Lord’s Prayer.  

Music: South African traditional, as taught by Gobingca George Mxadana; transc. John L. Bell, b. 1949.  

Arr. © 1990 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Public Domain. 

 

For the Fruit of All Creation  

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. 

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. Arr. © Oxford University Press. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  

Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual; arr. Hymnal version. 

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

There is a Balm in Gilead  

Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Send Me, Lord  

Text: south African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984.  

Music: South African traditional; arr. Freedom Is Coming. Tr. and arr. 1984 Utryck, admin Walton Music Corp. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 


