
Worship Plan for Sunday, October 27, 2024  
Reformation Sunday, 50th Anniversary of SVLC Congregation 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Six 
 

GATHERING 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (A Prayer of Martin Luther) 

Let us pray. 

Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled.  

My Lord, fill it.  

I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. 

I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent,  

that my love may go out to my neighbor. 

I do not have a strong and firm faith; 

at times I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. 

O Lord, help me. 

 

Strengthen my faith and trust in you. 

In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have. 

I am poor; you are rich and came to be merciful to the poor. 

I am a sinner; you are upright. 

With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of righteousness. 

Therefore I will remain with you, 

of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give.  

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 



their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 

their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GATHERING SONG Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843) 

 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 165) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE How Great Thou Art (ELW 856) 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 170) 

Let us pray.  

 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace.   

 

O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We 

give you thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the 

signs of your presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and 

love, and make our fellowship an example to all believers and to all nations. We 

pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM (Praise Him!) 

 

(Choir) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings 

flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Praise God in His sanctuary;  

Praise Him for His mighty acts. 

Praise Him in the firmament of His 

power. 

Praise Him according to His excellent 

greatness. 

Praise Him! 

 

I will extol the Lord my God, 

And I will bless His name forever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 

praised. 

The Lord is righteous and holy. 

 

The Lord is gracious and kind; 

Full of compassion, slow to anger; 

His tender mercies are over all His 

works, 

The Lord is good to all. 

 

Praise Him!  Praise Him!   

Praise Him!  Praise Him! 

 

Praise God in His sanctuary;  

Praise Him for His mighty acts. 

Praise Him in the firmament of His 

power. 

Let ev’rything that has breath, 

Let ev’rything that has breath, 

Let ev’rything that has breath, 

Let ev’rything that has breath praise 

the Lord! 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings 

flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly hosts; 



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Praise Him!  Praise Him!  

 

(Choir and Congregation sing) 

 

Praise God, from whom all 

blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here 

below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

 

PSALM 46: A LITANY FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY  

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504) 

 

Leader: 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

People: 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 

All Sing Verse 1 of “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

 

1.   A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

Leader: 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

People: 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

God will help it when the morning dawns. 



 

All Sing Verse 2 

 

2.   No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

Leader: 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

God speaks and the earth melts. 

People: 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Leader: 

Come, behold the works of the Lord! 

People: 

God makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

God breaks the bow, shatters the spear, 

and burns the shields with fire. 

 

 

All Sing Verse 3 

 

3.   Though hordes of devils fill the land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 



Leader: 

Be still, and know that the Lord is God! 

People: 

God is exalted among the nations; 

God is exalted in the earth. 
Leader: 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

All Sing Verse 4 

 

4.   God's Word forever shall abide,  

      no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 

A reading from Romans. 

 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20 For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 

prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 

  21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 



 

  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith 

apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171) 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ the Same (WOV 778) 



 
 



NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the 

whole creation. 

 

Lord of all, we give thanks for the whole church throughout the world. Open wide 

the paths toward unity between denominations so that all followers of Christ may 

join in shared worship and mission. We give you thanks for many answered 

prayers as we see your whole church continuing to reform and growing in unity.  

We rejoice that on Reformation Day, 31 October 2024, The Lutheran World 

Federation, the Roman Catholic Church, the World Methodist Council, Anglican 

Communion, and the World Communion of Reformed Churches will celebrate the 

25th anniversary of the document that marks this move of the Holy Spirit drawing 

us more closely together.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Renewing God, as the dying leaves display their beauty, we are reminded that 

nature’s cycle of life includes and requires both life and death. Instill in your 

people a mission of preservation and appreciation for trees, animals, and 

waterways threatened by climate collapse. We are mindful of those who have faced 

death and destruction with the recent atmospheric river and hurricanes.  

God of grace, hear our prayer.  

 

Gracious God, in the spirit of reformation we pray for all who cry out for relief 

from systemic oppression. May the hearts of those who occupy seats of power be 

reformed so that peace becomes the center of our life together. We pray especially 

for Iran, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Russia, Ukraine and too many places in the 

world that live in conflict and fear.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

On this day, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, we give thanks to you for the members and the ministry of this 

congregation: 

o for those who had the vision to begin this congregation, 

o those who sustain its present ministry, 

o and those who will carry its mission forward into the future.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 



Comforting God, be with all who are sick, suffering, or grieving in our own 

community and beyond (especially). Surround them with the promise of your love, 

comfort, and grace that never ends. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Divine Guide, continue to challenge this community to be ever reforming in our 

ministries and outreach efforts. Inspire creative ideas among us so that the 

communal, grace-filled word of God remains at the heart of our ministry. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Almighty God, in Christ’s resurrection you ensure that though life be wrenched 

away, death cannot win the day. May the truth of your saving grace through faith 

sustain our hope for life in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving 

grace you freely give, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 172) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

  



HYMN Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 172) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 



  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 173) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 173) 

 
 

  



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER / THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 

 

We praise you, all-holy God, 

our maker, our lover, our keeper, 

for the universe beyond our knowing, 

for seas and forests and fields, 

for creatures seen and unseen, 

for animals both wild and tame, 

and for the places we humans call home, 

for cities and churches and schools. 

 

We praise you for your covenant people, 

for Moses and Miriam and Aaron, 

and for centuries of faithful Christians, 

for Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul. 

 

We praise you, O God, for Jesus Christ,  

who saves us from sin and from evil, 

who on the night before he died, 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

And so we remember your Word, 

his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection, 

and we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

We pray, O God, for your Spirit, 

your breath, your fire, your wisdom. 



 

Bless this meal and all those who share it; 

inspire your people for service; 

and renew the world with your mercy, 

with your healing, your justice, and your peace. 

 

We praise you, all-holy God, 

the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, 

today, tomorrow, and forever. 

Amen! 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 173) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 174) 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 



 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 174) 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN By Your Hand You Feed Your People (ELW 469) 



 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588) 



 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, 

we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. 

In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, 

the body of Christ in the world. 

Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, 

to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, 

to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FINAL BLESSING 

Go forth in peace and with the courage of faith. 

Love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and love your neighbor as yourself. 

Amen. 

 

Whatever you do in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God through him. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

 

 

SENDING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632) 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  

Text: Rusty Edwards b. 1955. Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813. 

Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

How Great Thou Art  

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. And adpt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart 

K. Hine. Text and music © 1953, ren. 1981 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc. 

Used under CCLI License #289442. 

 

Praise Him! 

Music: Craig Courtney (Public Domain). Text: © 1989, Beckenhorst Press, Inc.  

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God  

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

O Christ the Same  

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.  

Music: Irish tune, arr. John Barnard, b. 1948. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP).  

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708 (text).  

Public Domain (tune).  

 

Be Thou My Vision  

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931.  

Music: Irish traditional.  

Public Domain. 

 

By Your Hand You Feed Your People  

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952. Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and Music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. Music: North American, 19th cent. 

Public Domain. 

 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past  

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. Music: William Croft, 1678-1727. 

Public Domain. 


