
 

Shepherd of the Valley Mission Statement: 
Grounded in the word of God and centered in 

Christ, SVLC is an accepting and caring  
community sharing God's love, grace and   

forgiveness with all. 
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Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Kristen Steele 

Are you an early Christmas present shopper or are 
you like me and wait until the last minute panicking 
just a little bit? I have heard stories of some who 
shop all year or some who begin their lists in August. 
Just this week I’ve heard from two people who have 
finished their shopping and I on the other hand was 
feeling good about having started!  
 
I am also finding my December calendar quickly fill-
ing up. This, the first year in a few, where some of 
us can again gather (with some precautions and cau-
tiousness still in place) it is so tempting to fill up our 
calendars with all the Christmas things.  
 
I think the church often offers a different way to 
look at life than the world might. One of the gifts of 
the church year is the season of Advent and I don’t 
just mean the chocolate advent calendars but rather 
this season of preparation. This season of quiet and 
hopefully moments of calm and peace in the midst 
of the busyness 
is where we are 
invited to pre-
pare for the 
coming of Christ 
into this world.  
Advent provides 
us all with an 
opportunity to 
re-examine the 
life of Christ, 
why He came 
and how He 
loves us.  

Unless we see and understand who He really is, the 
weariness of the world can easily overwhelm us, 
and we can become hopeless. 
 
I want to invite you to consider how you might 
spend time with God during this Advent season. 
There are lots of options. I encourage you to check 
out the Advent devotional booklets or the regular 
devotional booklets on the table in the narthex. The 
ELCIC has also partnered with the Anglican, United 
and Presbyterian Churches in Canada to provide 
weekly Advent meditations and conversations. 
More information can be found here: 

www.Advent2022.ca 
 

In this world where we still experience so much un-
certainty I pray that the peace of Christ might sur-
round you throughout this Advent season.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.Advent2022.ca%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR22a_0cLgSZF7ioCjraDXwWRAV3pxv9hfdpuHVCoAZScM38bl3kX2Xv-EI&h=AT2sCNS8eCIWJaf50z5F52pbnCXz1fUNNS2DD82ZlCthEqxB9Hpwj0OhDHsiLiR9KgNZsBrmvr-c8rkwwXMyo-FdYUKmWT4Jv3c-t4dwil-NpgruN2FisZ2


 

3 

A Reflection from a Temporary Coordinator of  
Musicians and Worship Service Support 
Submitted by Allan Thorpe   

Are you awaiting a visit with family, a meal with friends, results 
of a medical test, a trip, some additional support, the oppor-
tunity to attend a live event, or the birth of a child?  What are 
you waiting for?   
 
Whatever it is, there is likely little that can be done to adjust 
the timing of the upcoming event – and so we wait, we antici-
pate. 
Anticipation, however, can have multiple meanings.  In antici-
pation, one can do something earlier than is intended.  Per-
haps that is not always a negative thing.  I would sometimes 
appreciate it if my students submitted their work before the 
deadline.  However, putting some meat out to thaw a few days 
early could cause some problems.  Anticipation can also have a 
sense of looking forward to, waiting with expectation.  This 
sense of the word can inspire us towards preparing for what is 
coming. 
 
Take a moment, if you have the time, and read/reflect on 
Matthew 25:1-13 – the parable of the wise and foolish virgins. 
 
Now consider some of those things you are waiting for – in-
cluding the upcoming Christmas season celebrations.  What do 
you need to have done to be ready?  What do you need to 
bring with you?  What can be done while you wait?  What is 
your focus as you wait?  What does it take to be ready?  How-
ever, I find in times of waiting that these questions can lead to 
a sense of urgency, perhaps even panic, that is not always pro-
ductive. 
 
Perhaps a more significant question during the advent season 
would be - How are we waiting?  Can we find a productive, 
focused energy during our times of waiting that allows us to 
arrive well-rested with oil in our lamps? 
 
Peace to each of you, 
Allan Thorpe 

Waiting – An Advent Reflection 
 
What are you waiting for?  Really, I mean it… What are you 
waiting for? 
 
There are at least two ways to hear that phrase.  One fre-
quent meaning implies an urgency, suggesting we should 
get up right now and do something now.  As if these words 
meant, “Why are you waiting?”- get up out of your chair 
and do something so that thing you’re waiting for can arrive 
sooner.  I often find that the secular, commercial season of 
(and often considerably before) Christmas has this active 
urgency to it. 
When we get pressed by such urgency as we wait, it might 
be worth considering that sometimes it just isn’t yet the 
correct time for an event to happen.  I’m sure we all realize 
that in music some moments just need to happen at the 
right time, just as in a story.  It would be chaotic if sounds 
(or plot points) happened randomly or simultaneously.  In 
fact, music is all about putting things in the right place at 
the right time.  A well-placed ringing of a triangle or crash of 
a gong adds to the sound of the other parts.  The percus-
sionist that plays those parts must wait for the right mo-
ment.  Haydn’s Surprise Symphony is an amusing piece in 
which a number of phrases end with sudden percussive 
interruptions.  Would this work be more or less surprising 
and humourous if the percussive interruptions happened 
randomly before the moment that they are intended to 
occur?  At a certain point, such a practice would just de-
volve into chaos. 
 
Let’s return to the question again – What are you waiting 
for?  Rather that focusing on the urgency that sometimes 
comes with this question, consider the events that you are 
waiting for.   
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Stewardship Division   
Submitted by Peter Preuss 

We would like to thank everyone who came out to the 
Stewardship Luncheon.  I think everyone enjoyed our first 
church Stewardship luncheon together since Covid19.  It 
gave everyone the opportunity to socialize once more as a 
group.  The main dish was lasagna, and there were buns, 
salad, and brownies with ice cream for dessert.  Pastor Kris-
ten provided slides during the luncheon in remembrance of 
our church saints - present and past. 
 
A thank-you to everyone who has returned their pledge 
cards.  If you have not completed and turned in your pledge 
card we ask that you either place them in the Financial Sec-
retary’s mailbox (Lars Poulsen), give them to the church 
secretary, or mail them into the church.  When members 
return the completed cards to the Financial Secretary it 
helps church council plan the budget for the upcoming 
year, so please take a moment to fill in the pledge card and 
return them as soon as possible.  
 
We would also like to thank everyone who showed up to 
the luncheon and all the volunteers who helped serve be-
fore, during, and after the luncheon, from set-up to clean-
up and lock-up.  Your help was greatly appreciated.  The 
contributions provided by volunteers of this church in their 
abundant generosity of time, talents, and finances help 
make all these activities possible.  In our congregation we 
have a diverse array of people with different gifts and tal-
ents.  Our church is in need of people to help and serve on 
various divisions and committees.  No matter how small or 
great that gift is, consider what gift God has given you and 
how you can apply it to help God’s people further grow in 
their relationship through Jesus.  
 
On behalf of the Stewardship Committee we would like to 
wish you all the blessing and peace of a joyful and happy 
Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

All Saints Day was the theme for this year’s Steward-
ship campaign which kicked off on October 16th and 
ended with the Luncheon on November 6th.  The word 
“saint” comes from the Greek word hagios, which 
means “consecrated to God, holy, sacred, pious”. 
Saints, in the New Testament, is used to refer to all 
people who believe in Jesus Christ and who follow and 
live their lives according to his teaching. Saint Paul 
often addresses in his epistles to "the saints" of a par-
ticular city (see, for instance, Ephesians 1:1 and 2 Co-
rinthians 1:1 and the Acts of the Apostles).  The idea of 
the word “saints” is a group of people set apart for the 
Lord and His kingdom.  There are three New Testa-
ment references referring to the character of saints: 
"that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy 
of the saints …" (Romans 16:2).  "For the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 
the body of Christ" (Ephesians 4:12).  "But immorality 
or any impurity or greed must not even be named 
among you, as is proper among saints" (Ephesians 5:3). 
 
Saints, in the New Testament, are never deceased indi-
viduals who have been canonized by the church and 
given sainthood.  They are living individuals who have 
dedicated themselves to the worship and service of 
the one true God as revealed through his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  Six of Paul's letters to churches are addressed 
to saints (Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippi-
ans, and Colossians).  As a true believer in Christ and 
by living your lives according to his teachings you are 
consider a Saint.  As Christians we are called to be 
saints, to increasingly allow our daily life to more 
closely match our position in Christ who paid the ran-
som and has set us apart to be reconciled with God. 
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“The world is a better place because of you guys!” 
Submitted by Edna Schuerhaus  

This past October on Hallowe’en night, I had the oppor-
tunity to help staff our church’s annual Hallowe’en night 
hot chocolate and treat table which was set up inside the 
north gate of the church property.  As many of you know, 
Pastor Kristen has, for many years, kept a presence on 
Hallowe’en night to welcome neighbourhood families and 
trick-or-treaters as they traversed the streets around the 
church.  I had never participated before – probably be-
cause at my own home, we always had so many young-
sters ringing our doorbell on Hallowe’en.  The numbers in 
my neighbourhood have dwindled and so now that the 
pandemic ‘angst’ had subsided, I decided to step up.  Join-
ing us was Tanya Ally, another congregation member, and 
we were hopping soon after our 6 pm start.  While the 
weather was somewhat on the coolish side, it was dry.   
 
This being the first ‘back to normal’ Hallowe’en post-
COVID, we suddenly found ourselves really BUSY.  No 
coffee break and no opportunity to sit down, I was quietly 
hoping we’d run out of hot chocolate and treats quickly … 
that’s a bad attitude, I know, but I was getting tired.  Just 
minutes before 8 pm as business was beginning to slow 
down, a group of young lads approached us.  While most 
of our customers were quick to avail themselves of a hot 
drink and treat and then be on their way, this particular 
group was noticeable because they stopped to chat.  In 
fact, when they saw Pastor Kristen, they happily remem-
bered her from past years.  One young man in particular 
stood out as he spoke to us directly and said, “you know, 
the world is a better place because of you guys!” 

Now likely he was acknowledging our offer of 
hot chocolate along with a Hallowe’en treat, 
but perhaps he was wanting us to know that 
our presence there on Hallowe’en night was 
like a safe place in the neighbourhood and 
that we were making a difference.  As I made 
my way back home, I thought about this 
young boy’s words to us, and realized, yes, we, 
as church, DO do a lot of things to make our 
world a better place.  We provide a safe place 
for our congregation members and new folks 
to come and worship, pray, sing, and find 
community with others.  We provide service 
and assistance to vulnerable members of our 
society.  We open our building and bring com-
munity inside.  We welcome all who come and 
hope they feel at home with us. 
 
Don’t we all yearn to make a difference in the 
world, in our community, and hopefully in our 
church?  Why not get involved this year and 
find an opportunity to serve whether in one of 
our many divisions, or on Sundays as a greeter 
or reader, or hosting Sunday coffee hour.  Re-
member, we’re working together to make the 
world a better place.  Come on out! 
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Christmas Day Service  

Sunday,  
December 25th  
10:00 AM  

Christmas  Eve  
Candlelight Services 
 

Saturday,  
  December 24th  
 

     4:30 pm  & 
        10:00 pm  
            (with communion)  

Blue Christmas Service  
Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 PM   
 

For those feeling weighed down by their burdens, 
aching hearts, and gloomy feelings . . . come to this 
special service and 
find comfort, 
strength, and 
peace. 

Photo by Laura Hope on Unsplash  

Photo by Daniel Seßler on Unsplash  

Photo by Gareth Harper on Unsplash  

Christmas at Shepherd of the Valley  

Seniors’ Christmas Luncheon 
 

At Shepherd of the Valley  
In the fellowship hall.  

 
Wednesday, December 14th  

12:00 PM  

Turkey dinner with all the fixins’ 
plus dessert, coffee, or tea.  

$5 per person. 
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Artists’ Art Show and Sale  
Submitted by Ruby Gole 

The artists that meet each Tuesday 
in the church hall held their first 
Art Show and Sale on November 
20th in the afternoon, following 
our church service. 
 
The congregation was treated to 
an amazing display of paintings of 
all descriptions.  All appeared to 
be impressed by the quality of 
work on display and many took 
advantage of pre-Christmas pur-
chases. 
 
It was an enjoyable afternoon, 
complete with refreshments pro-
vided by the artists group who are 
looking forward to the next show 
and sale. 
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The Artists Circle Group would like to thank 
Pastor Kristen and the members of our church 

for providing space for them to enjoy the fel-
lowship and opportunity to paint together.  As a 

token of their appreciation they are donating 
most of their proceeds to the church as well.  

2023  
Artists'’ Circle Group  
Tuesday, Jan 10th  
9:30 am - 3:00 pm  
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Quilters’ Fleece Blankets 
Donated to an Inner City Elementary School in Langley  

The ladies on the SVLC Quilting Team include (alphabetical): Tanya Ally, Saundra Atchison, Darlene Gamble, Marion 
Gjertsen, Barbara Kaye, Cyanna Mufford, Pamela Nel, Eileen Stewart, Virginia Thiele. 
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Quilters’ Fleece Blankets 

Thank you to Pamela for all 
her hard work in making 
this fleece blanket donation 
happen.  Every quilter was 
involved in some way as 
well, along with the help of 
the congregation who assisted with washing the last 160 blankets.  
 
All blankets were rolled and tied in preparation for delivery to the 
inner city school in Langley, as well as for the up-coming Quilt and 
Craft Sale on December 4th.  There were a total of 321 fleece blan-
kets.  Of those, 305 are for the school, and 12 are for the quilt sale.  
The blankets are to be blessed on Sunday, November 27th prior to 
being delivered to the school.    
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Christmas Gift Ideas 

Gifts from the Heart Catalogues  
 

Give a meaningful gift from the comfort of home with CLWR’s Gifts from the Heart catalogue. Your gift to a 
loved one will provide meaningful, tangible items for people around the world facing hunger and poverty.  
No matter which gift you choose, the gifts you give will change lives and touch your loved ones!  
 

Visit www.clwr.org/GFTH to learn more. 
 

Printed catalogues will be available soon 
and you can pick up a copy to take home.  
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cana-
da (ELCIC) and Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR) work in partnership to en-
sure that every gift supports important 
global development work in the coming 
year. 

Christmas Hampers 

If you know a family who needs a hamper gift card, please be in 
touch with Pastor Kristen before  December 9th.  Please make a 
donation to the church through the regular channels (offering 
basket, e-transfer, mail) and mark it "Christmas hampers".  Deadline is December 9th.  

Quilt Sale % Baking Sale % Christmas Crafts Sale  
Sunday, December 4th following the worship service 
The quilters will be selling a variety of items in the fellowship  
hall, including quilts, $10 fleece blankets, baked goods, and  
Christmas crafts.  
 
Plan to come and find some 
gifts before Christmas.  

http://www.clwr.org/GFTH
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musica intima Concert  
Saturday, December 10 

7:30 pm  
in the Sanctuary 

 

Seniors $35  
Adults $40  
Concession $10  

(pay-what-you-can price)  

 
The church office 

can sell some 
tickets. Drop-in or 

call (Tuesday - 
Friday).  

Come and see what our God has 
done, what awesome miracles he 

performs for people .       
 

Psalm 66:5 (New Living Testament) 

Bible Verse for December 

Learn to make German Christmas Stollen!  
 

Saturday, December 3rd  
1:00 pm in the Kitchen  
 
Steve Trummler is demonstrating 
the art of baking a traditional 
Christmas Stollen.  
 

Come and enjoy a few hours 
baking and have some Glühwein 
(hot spiced wine, or mulled wine).  
 

Bring your notepad and, if you 
wish, some of your own Christmas 
recipes to share with the group.  
 

Questions? ask Steve. 

December Events at Shepherd of the Valley 



 

Plan Your Calendar for December 

Deadline for Submissions to the  
January 2023 Newsletter  
Sunday, December 11th  
eleanor.svlc@shaw.ca 

Christmas  Eve Candlelight Services 
 

Saturday, December 24th  
 

4:30 pm   
10:00 pm (with communion) 

Quilts % Baking % Crafts Sale 
Sunday, December 4th  
Following worship service. 

Christmas Stollen Class  
 

Saturday, December 3rd  
1:00 pm in the Kitchen  

Church Council Meeting  
Tuesday, Dec 13th  
7:30 pm by Zoom  

SVLC Quilters in the Hall  
Last gathering is Monday, December 5th  
Next gathering will be January 9th, 2023.  
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Choir Rehearsals  
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  

December 7th and 14th  

Seniors’ Christmas Luncheon 
 

Wednesday, December 14th  
12:00 PM  
In the fellowship hall.  

Christmas Day  
Service  

Sunday, Dec 25th  
10:00 AM 

Blue Christmas Service  
Thursday, December 15th  
at 7:00 PM  
In the Sanctuary  

Artist's Circle Drop-in Group  
Last gathering is Tues, Dec 6th    
9:30 am  - 3:00 pm in the hall.  

Office Closed  
   Friday, Dec 23rd &  
         Tuesday, Dec 27th 

Worship and Music Meeting  
Wednesday, December 7th  
1:00 pm   

musica intima Concert 
Saturday, December 10  
7:30 pm  
In the Sanctuary 

Turkey Soup Making Event  
Thursday, Dec 15th  
10:00 - 12:00 PM  
In the kitchen.  


