
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 13, 2020  
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Setting Four 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 



 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 147) 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 



KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 

Let us pray.  

 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may 

delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

CHOIR (Canon of Praise) 

 

All within me bless the Lord,  

All within me bless his holy name.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

All within me, bless his holy name.  

O bless the Lord,  

O bless his holy name.  

 

O hear, you righteous,  

know that the Lord is good.  

With truth, with hope,  

(we remember all his love) 

he crowns our lives with hope and truth.  

 

God the Lord is gracious,  

his mercy is the same forever.  

As a father love his children,  

(the Lord our God loves)  

so the Lord loves his own.  

 

Those who love the Lord shall claim 

his ever-present help.  

O bless the Lord,  

O all within bless his holy name.  

O bless the Lord, my soul,  

O bless his holy name.  

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



 

FIRST READING: Exodus 14:19-31 

A reading from Exodus. 

Having decided to let the Israelites go from Egypt, Pharaoh had second thoughts 

and sent his army after them (14:5-8). Though the passage through the Red Sea 

became a sign of salvation for the people of Israel, Pharaoh’s forces drowned in 

the waters. As a result the Israelites believed in the LORD and in the LORD’s 

servant Moses. 

19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 

behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 

behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so 

the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near 

the other all night. 

  21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back 

by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 

were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a 

wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went 

into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At 

the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot 

wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from 

the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 

  26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 

water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 
27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 

normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into 

the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the 

entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 

remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

 

  30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the LORD did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and 

in his servant Moses. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM: Psalm 114 

 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 114:7) 

 1Hallelujah! When Israel came | out of Egypt, 

  the house of Jacob from a people | of strange speech, 

 2Judah became God’s | sanctuary 

  and Israel | God’s dominion. 
 3The sea beheld | it and fled; 

  Jordan turned | and went back. 

 4The mountains | skipped like rams, 

  and the little hills | like young sheep.  
 5What ailed you, O sea, | that you fled, 

  O Jordan, that | you turned back, 

 6you mountains, that you | skipped like rams, 

  you little hills | like young sheep? 
 7Tremble, O earth, at the presence | of the LORD, 

  at the presence of the | God of Jacob, 

 8who turned the hard rock into a | pool of water 

  and flint-stone into a | flowing spring.  
 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps 

us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do 

not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for 

all of us and will judge each of us. 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to 

pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or 

fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 



observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 

they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 

give thanks to God. 

 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 

might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11For it is written,  

 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 

suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who 

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his 

lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity 

for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that 

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  

 
29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until 

he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  

 
32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over 

to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also 

do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 

heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive (ELW 605) 



 
 

 

SERMON  

 

 

HYMN Your Will Be Done (ELW 741) 



 
 

 

CREED (ELW p. 152) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 

HYMN If We Live (SP 16) 

 

 
 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the 

world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and 

Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries 

of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have 

compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and 

destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle 

our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with 

patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who 

are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who 

are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, 

poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues 

when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this 

congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who 

have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and 

the tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 152) 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW 665) 



 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG O Christ, Our Hope (ELW 604) 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824 – 1908, alt. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807 – 1876. 

Public Domain. 

 

Cannon of Praise 

Music from Canon by Pachelbel, arr. by Hal Hopson © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.    

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt. Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844. Text © Oxford 

University Press. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Your Will be Done 

Arr. © 1990 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Public Domain. 

 

If We Live 

Text: based on Romans 14:8, Psalm 103. Music: Rolf Vegdahl. Text & music © 2009, 2016 Augsburg Fortress.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

  

Rise, Shine, You People!  

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. Music: Dale Wood, 1934-2003. Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing 

House. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Oh Christ, Our Hope 

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt. 

Public Domain. 


