Worship Plan for Sunday, November 15, 2020
24th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Setting Three
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG Build Us Up, Lord (ELW 670)

GREETING (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)
Let us pray.
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.

CHOIR (Then Sings my Soul)
O Lord, my God! when I in awesome
wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands
have made.
I see the stars, I hear the rolling
thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe
displayed.
When through the woods and forest
glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the
trees,
When I look down from lofty
mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook and feel the gently
breeze.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou
art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou
art.

And when I think that God, his Son
not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly
bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.
When Christ shall come with shout of
acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill
my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, “My God, how
great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou
art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou
art!
How great thou art! How great thou
art!
How great thou art!

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Judges 4:1-7
A reading from Judges.
Deborah was a prophet and judge who, with her general, Barak, led a victorious
holy war against a stronger Canaanite force from the north.
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died.
So the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in
Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim.
3
Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help; for he had nine hundred chariots
of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.
1
2

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She
used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill
country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6She sent and
summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The
LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor,
bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with
his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’ ”
4

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 123
Our eyes look to you, O God, until you show us your mercy. (Ps. 123:2)

To you I lift | up my eyes,
to you enthroned | in the heavens.
2
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a
maid to the hand | of her mistress,
so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show | us your mercy.
3
Have mercy upon us, O | LORD, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough | of contempt,
4
too much of the scorn of the in- | dolent rich,
and of the derision | of the proud. R
1

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given
eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of
1

the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon
a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
16
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master,
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’
23
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master,
I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.
28
So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
24

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HYMN OF THE DAY O Zion, Haste (ELW 668)

SERMON

SONG AFTER SERMON (Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord)
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
open the eyes of my heart,
I want to see You,
I want to see You.

To see You high and lifted up,
shining in the light of Your glory,
pour out Your power and love
as we sing, “Holy, holy, holy.”

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
open the eyes of my heart,
I want to see You,
I want to see You.

To see You high and lifted up,
shining in the light of Your glory,
pour out Your power and love
as we sing, “Holy, holy, holy.”

To see You high and lifted up,
shining in the light of Your glory,
pour out Your power and love
as we sing, “Holy, holy, holy.”

Holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
I want to see You.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
open the eyes of my heart,
I want to see You,
I want to see You.

Holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
I want to see You.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
open the eyes of my heart,
I want to see You,
I want to see You.

Holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, holy,
I want to see You.

CREED (ELW p. 104)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

HYMN AFTER CREED Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 762)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need.
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of
your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and
refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the
beauty of nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for
your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge
trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the
margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives
of others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from
their labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come
may also know your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
PEACE (ELW p. 143)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.

BLESSING
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand (ELW 441)

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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