
Worship Plan for Sunday, August 9, 2020  
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Setting Ten 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Listen, God Is Calling (ELW 513) 



 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 203) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 



 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205) 

Let us pray.  

 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 

Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 

preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

A reading from Genesis. 

 

Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into 

slavery. Judah, who protected Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before 

Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had changed their ways (44:18-34). 

1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 
2This is the story of the family of Jacob.  

  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; 

he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph 

brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than 

any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made 

him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to 

him. 

 

  12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And 

Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? 

Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, 

“Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word 

back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.  

  He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man 

asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell 

me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone 

away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his 

brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he 

came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here 



comes this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; 

then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will 

become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 

hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 

throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he 

might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph 

came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that 

he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there 

was no water in it. 

  25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 

coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way 

to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we 

kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 

and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 

brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, 

lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 

silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Forever 

 

1. Give thanks to the Lord  

our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For He is good, He is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

2. With a mighty hand  

and an outstretched arm; 

His love endures forever. 

For the life that’s been reborn; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

Forever God is faithful, 



forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, 

forever, forever. 

 

3. From the rising to the setting sun 

His love endures forever. 

And by the grace of God  

we will carry on; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

Forever God is faithful, 

forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, 

forever. 

 

Forever God is faithful, 

forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, 

forever, forever. 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 

A reading from Romans. 

 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a 

gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed 

word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is 

an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 

person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes 

from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that 

is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 



will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 

confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news!” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” 

who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus 

comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of 

fear and doubt. 



22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of 

the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 

land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking 

toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 

water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 

frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And 

those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) 



 
SERMON 

 

 

HYMN: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore (ELW 817) 



 



APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 206) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

HYMN (Don't Be Afraid) 
© John Bell c. 1995 the Iona Community. GIA Publications 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger, 

My love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger 

and I have promised, promised to be always near.  

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, 

so that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we 

follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife 

from exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be 

sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 

righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the 

fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany 

all who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support 

those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for 

those suffering this day. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we 

thank you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for 

students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling 

with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life 

together. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and 

places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have 

gathered to yourself. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 

prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 206) 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 



 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of goodness and growth, 

all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread: 

these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Nourish us through these gifts, 

that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 



 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG When Peace like a River: It Is Well with My Soul (ELW 785) 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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